
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prelude to the future Broken Hill Biennale  of Art  

DESERT EQUINOX EARTH 

 

Opening event 

6pm Saturday 11 June 2016 

Kitchen Gallery Heritage Courtyard  

Rear of the Grand Guesthouse,  

313 Argent Street 

Artworks exhibited throughout the city 

of Broken Hill 10 ɀ 4pm  

until 18 June 2016 

Prize Exhibition  



Foreword 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Desert Equinox Earth Art Prize 
A Prelude to the Broken Hill Biennale of Art  
 
 
"ÒÏËÅÎ (ÉÌÌ !ÒÔ %ØÃÈÁÎÇÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ %ÁÒÔÈ !ÒÔ 0ÒÉÚÅ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒȟ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ "ÒÏËÅÎ (ÉÌÌȢ 4ÈÅ 

Desert Equinox is a year round event recognising and celebrating the different elements (Solar, Earth, Water & 

Air)  and how they interact with us in our daily lives. June celebrates the element of Earth, in both the natural 

and built environments. Local and visiting artis ts during this time reflect ÕÐÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÏÆ Ȭ%ÁÒÔÈȭ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅ 

artworks in any form and medium. The two categories consist of the Built and Natural Environments, 

representing our biosphere. 

 The Built environment refers to the human-made surroundings that provide the setting for human activity, 

ranging from buildings and cultivated greenery to neighbourhoods and cities. The Natural environment 

category is inspired by the phenomena of the physical world collectively, including plants, animals, the 

landscape, and other features and products of the earth, as opposed to humans or human creations. Using 

earthly materials and settings these themes embrace the full range of environmental conditions and their  basic 

or inherent features, character, or qualities. 

The Desert Equinox - Earth promotes and recognises opportunities  to engage the elements pertaining to our 

world  with regards to land conservation, pollution and remediation, sustaining the health of the planet as well 

as food security, population growth, climate change and biodiversity.  

 



 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Education, knowledge and awareness of these changes are crucial for Ȭcivilizationȭ. Collectively through science, 

technology, engineering, art & mathematics we can better explain and explore the differing impacts our 

societies have on the world around us.   

)Î ÃÏÎÔÅØÔ ÔÏ "ÒÏËÅÎ (ÉÌÌÓ ÎÁÍÉÎÇ ÁÓ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÈÅÒÉÔÁÇÅ ÃÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ unique geological & ecological 

surroundings. The Desert Equinox Earth Prize is set against a post-industrial landscape inside the nations 

landmark conservation initiative, The Regen Reserve. The Far West regions long history of climate change and 

reclamation provides contrasting examples and specimens for research and study.  

 

                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 +ÅÖÉÎ Ȭ"ÕÓÈÙȭ 7ÈÉÔÅ  

Ȭ3ÔÉÃËÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ -ÉÓÔȭ 

Category: Natural Environment 

 

Location:  Whites Mineral Art & Living Mining 

Museum (Free to view in the entrance) 1 

Allendale Street Broken Hill.  

The venue offers an underground experience 

(without going under) depicting mining equipment 

ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔȟ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÇÅÎÄ ÏÆ 3ÔÕÒÔȭÓ $ÅÓÅÒÔ 

Pea, and crushed mineral collage artworks of local 

historical buildings and landscapes. 

Ȱ"ÕÓÈÙȭ 7ÈÉÔÅ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ÁÒÔ ÆÏÒ τυ ÙÅÁÒÓȢ 

Through his art he recreates the history of the city, 

ÉÔÓ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇÓȟ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÕÂÓȢ (ÅȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÍÁËÉÎÇ 

his own designs and creative artwork for over 15 

years for the general public to purchase. 

 Ȱ) ÁÍ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅ ÏÆ "ÒÏËÅÎ (ÉÌÌ ÁÎÄ 

use pure Broken Hill minerals such as lead, zinc 

silver, rhodenite, quartz, calcites, Azurite, Malachite 

ÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÍÉÎÅÒÁÌÓ Ȭ3ÔÉÃËÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ -ÉÓÔȭ is an 

artwork drawn from my imagination, inspired by 

the bushes, trees and rocks outside on the flat 

opposite my place. 

Art Form: 2D mixed media 

Medium: local Broken Hill Minerals on Board 

Size / Dimensions: σÆÔ Ø ςÆÔ φȱ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 Aimee Volkofsky  

Ȱ$ÅÓÅÒÔ ,ÁÄÙȱ 

Category: Natural environment 

 

Location : Musicians Club (foyer)  276 Crystal 

Street Broken Hill  

The Club was established in 1919 by a group of four 

musicians and has evolved into a premier registered 

club. 



Aimee Volkofsky sings tales of murder, and magic, 

and cannibal love. Born and raised in the desert, 

she has lived all over Australia, making music 

inspired by the landscape and mythology of the 

places she goes. Taking on many different forms 

and collecting music and art making friends along 

the way, sometimes you'll see her with a band, and 

other times she'll brave the stage alone.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_1EvC93mxM 

The Desert Lady songs explore the Broken Hill 

landscape and human history in relationship to it. 

"ÒÏËÅÎ (ÉÌÌȭÓ ÍÉÎÅÒÁÌ ÒÉÃÈ ÅÁÒÔÈ ÈÁÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÍÅÎ ÁÎÄ 

women wealthy and dead alike.  

Lured by the promise of fortune, many have made 

it, but more have lost their lives or livelihood in 

pursuit of it. In the Desert Lady songs, I too 

personify the Broken Hill landscape as a woman; 

from a fierce and unyielding ruler of men, to a 

generous and benevolent mother, to a sensual and 

vulnerable lover. She has been ripped apart and has 

offered her riches generously, but she has taken 

too. She holds secrets we will never know and men 

and women have been driven insane with the 

desire to possess her. 

 

Art Form: Music, live performance and film 

Medium: Sound & Vision 

Size / Dimensions: Flexible 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_1EvC93mxM


3 Gabrielle Connole  

ȬUntitledȭ  

Category: Natural Environment 

Location: STUDIO 3 Gallery, Broken Hill Art 

Exchange 3 /147 Duff Street Broken Hill  

ȱLiving in rural NSW I saw the flowering of the 

purple magnolia in my front yard every spring, the 

picking of raspberries every summer, and the 

playing of bingo at Pops nursing home all year 

ÒÏÕÎÄȢ )Ô ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÁÇÅ ÆÉÖÅ ) ÍÏÖÅÄ ÔÏ !ÌÉÃÅ 

Springs with my family, it was in the red centre I 

gained a fascination for the desert. I have driven 

through country Australia over the past year, 

drawing inspiration from portraits in the Torres 

Strait, King Island, Alice Springs and in the hidden 

waterfalls above Apollo Bay. It is in my untitled 

project that my performances draw deeper into our 

actual experiences with the landscape as I force a 

review of the honesty of connectedness to land.  

This work looks at the newly complex relationship 

between humans and what is left of our natural 

environment. It explores ones draw to the land, in 

particular, the red desert, the ocean sands, the 

mountain grounds and the rocky seas. My 

degradation of connection with land is explored 

through the thorough shining of black boots in each 

landscape. As polish covers my boots so too does 

the eager landscape rather its salty water, red dirt 

or sandy ground, making my routine exhausting. I 

ÁÉÍ ÔÏ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÏÎÅÓȭ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ 

presence in our lands, the destruction that follows 

life times of distraction and the beauty of our home, 

Australia.ȱ  

 


