2018
Desert Equinox Prelude
A prelude to a Broken Hill Biennale of Art
Desert Equinox is an environmental art event held in Broken Hill focused on the
themes of solar (sun), wind, earth, & water. The subjects have global
significance as well as particular significance to the city of Broken Hill.
This Almanac is produced twice a year to highlight the city’s active and vibrant
art scene. The first Desert Equinox city-wide art exhibition for the year is
dedicated to the themes of Solar & Wind with a $2000 prize pool awarded at
the end of the three-week exhibition. The second art prize, on the themes of
Earth & Water, will be held at the end of year.
Broken Hill has approximately 28 art galleries and a large artist community.
There are many art societies, groups and individuals devoted to painting,
pottery, fibre, performance, screen based and other art forms in the ‘Silver City’.
This Almanac mentions just a few and a Broken Hill Art Gallery Guide has been
designed to celebrate the artists of Broken Hill and the region.
To support the growth of the regions cultural industry the Broken Hill Art
Exchange has expanded its residency and Desert Equinox program. With help
from the community and dedicated volunteers, a new residency headquarters
has established @ The Grand, forming a cultural hub in the CBD. This
International residency accepts applications from artists, and other sectors
engaging the arts. The program enables artists and others to immerse
themselves in their artistic practice by providing uninterrupted studio space for
residents to produce new work, or engage the community.
The Broken Hill Art Exchange supports and
facilitates the work of artists and promotes the cross
pollination of ideas, skills and experiences. It
develops new avenues for increased creative
industry development in Broken Hill and the desert
region of far west NSW, Australia.

Susan Thomas, Artistic Director

2

GECCO Partners is a network of
committed and skilled people
from Broken Hill and as far afield
as the South Coast of NSW.
GECCO has a desire to preserve
our
local
heritage
and
community spirit.
In 2016, we started work on the
Kitchen Gallery and the old
courtyard at the back of the
Grand. More than a dozen
young people from Broken Hill
and local tradies have helped
us in the three stage process of
renovating and preparing the
hotel’s old free standing kitchen
and six additional rooms for
community use in the arts and
education.
We have been able to receive
funding support from Sureway,
the Murray Darling Basin Fund
and Heritage Near Me.
GECCO’s
supporters
also
donated money so our aims for
the Grand Heritage Courtyard
could be met. Our special
thanks also go to Heritage
Specialist, Pip Giovanelli and to
the
Fobister
family
for
supporting
this
community
project. Our thanks also goes to
the Broken Hill Art Exchange for
auspicing the first round of
project funding.

It gives us great pleasure to see Broken
Hill Art Exchange take up the option to
manage this facility on behalf of the
community in Broken Hill.

GECCO Partners: Mandy Nelson, Paul
Adcock and Bryan Carrick (pictured)
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In 2018 the Broken Hill Art Exchange
hosted artists working across multiple
mediums. Residency periods were up
to one month with several artists
deciding to stay on for indefinite
periods. They produced new work from
the spacious studios provided at the
Southside Duff Street artist in residence.
Artists engaged the community in
projects, research, exhibitions and
workshops during their visit to the city.
While investigating their subjects of
interest the artists discover the city of
Broken Hill and uncover the stories
emerging for the city’s 140 years of
mining and migration and its social,
environmental, economic and cultural
significance to Australia, as Australia’s
first heritage city.
Meanwhile work was underway at the
Broken Hill Art Exchange @ The Grand,
the organisations new headquarters
and residency expansion project. The
new site exponentially expands the
organisations artists residency facilities,
with capacity to host 40 artists every
day throughout the year, equipped
with studio work spaces and an
exhibition gallery in the heart of the city.

Broken Hill Art Exchange @ Duff Street

Broken Hill Art Exchange @ The Grand,
Argent St

Art Exchange volunteers, local artists
and our partners GECCO and
Auspicious Arts are busily fundraising
and preparing the old Grand
Guesthouse (circa 1888) for the
opening of its doors and the evening
spectacular heralding the Desert
Equinox Solar & Wind city wide Art Prize
on the 9 June 2018.
This Almanac records the exhibitions
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Penelope Cain’s residency was part of
a wider project following the path of
Governor Lachlan Macquarie’s silver
coin. These river coins were counterpunched Spanish silver dollars (from the
British Government, shipped on behalf
of the Crown by the East India
Company), as a stopgap currency in
the expanding colony of Sydney.
Replacing the informal currency of rum
with silver coins originally captured in
territorial and trade battles between
Spain and Britain compounded Cain’s
interest, as does its later use as a logo
by Macquarie Bank. The coin is an
initiator for investigations around
power, colonialism and globalisation.

In this phase of the project Cain
investigated silver mining in Broken Hill
from both a landscape and economic
perspective. The silver mine was active
after the time of the holy dollar, but her
investigation asks whether any silver
was used in the replacement currency.
Cain is equally intrigued by the solar
farm industry and its comparative
landscape and economics, and how
the informal currency of sunlight could
be an emerging currency in a future
energy limited world. The residency
was
primarily
for
research,
documentation (photo and video).
During the residency Cain met with
members of the community to further
her research including bee keepers
and olive oil producers as well as
regional artists and producers.

Follow the Money by Penelope Cain
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Broken Hill Art Exchange welcomes
John 'Jacko' Alty back to Broken
Hill to develop large scale works
about the Murray River, Australia.
John spent two years living on the
river in his handcrafted raft. He
then arrived at the art exchange
and stayed for two more years
painting the 'River of Time'.

This large-scale painting across
sixteen
doors
has
been
exhibited
at
festivals
and
galleries. In 2018 John returns to
produce other artworks along
the same theme, which is timely
for the city of Broken Hill in
context to the communities of
the
Far
West
Region
of
Australia's
passion
for
protecting the Darling River and
its current water supply.

For more information about water in
the far west New South Wales &
community action groups visit
http://www.waternsw.com.au/projects/
murray-to-broken-hill-pipeline
http://discoveringthedarling.com.au/is
sues-challenges/the-darling-riveraction-group/)
Broken Hill, Menindee Lakes: WE WANT
ACTION Facebook page
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Shane Vink is an award winning
Australian artist based in Broken Hill
New South Wales who is totally inspired
by the stunning outback region, where
he
uses
his
evolving
colourist/expressionist techniques to
endeavour to capture the feeling of
pure serenity, freedom and wide-open
space in many of his paintings. Vink’s
work is very popular and sought after
by collectors and art lovers world-wide,
he has had and continues to have solo
exhibitions in many countries which are
always a great success.
During Vink’s residency he created
new artworks for BORDERLINE, his solo
exhibition held at the Broken Hill
Regional Art Gallery, 23rd March 2018 3rd June 2018.
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Outcomes from this project currently
include an exhibition at the Wagga
Wagga Art Gallery in 2019, and a series
of independent publications through
the independent imprint, Currency
Editions.
Outback Ecologies is a creative
collaboration between James Farley
and Jacob Raupach, both emerging
Wagga Wagga based artists. This
project aimed to utilise their unique
skillsets as photographic artists to
explore
new
methodologies
in
collaborative practice by investigating
links between energy and cultural
transformation
in
post-industrial
communities.
The project began with a self-directed
research residency in Broken Hill to
engage
with
archives
relating
specifically to Broken Hill’s unique
industrial, social and environmental
history. Broken Hill was chosen for its
national significance and unique
history which is currently in a period of
transformation. Jacob and James are
interested in exploring new narratives
towards cultural transition, away from
extractive/production/labour
based
economies of the past, towards a
sustainable post-industrial future of
coexistence for all. This is both timely
and relevant, not just for Broken Hill, but
many regional communities in Australia
and beyond.
This project is the first step in what will be
an ongoing ecological and postindustrial critique. Over the next 12
months, James and Jacob will be
continuing
their
practice-based
research into energy and cultural
transformation in Wagga Wagga,
Dubbo, Melbourne, Beijing, and Berlin.

8

Little literature & Life Stories writing
workshops were held by Graeme
Gibson from
www.morethanjusttalk.com.au,
assisted by Meg Bishop. Graeme
helped participants with their writing
skills, and conducted a library research
day. Participants wrote about their
experiences and impressions of Broken
Hill’s unique lanes. The project
anticipates the designing of a new
mural project for the city and the
Heritage Festival planning for 2019.
The exhibition was installed at the
Courtyard Kitchen Gallery of the
Grand Guesthouse, with entrance off
Crystal Lane.
Visitors could read the stories but also
be motivated by what they have
seen.
“People will often think that their
stories are not very interesting or
important,” said Graeme Gibson,
who worked on the project. “But they
are
all
worth
knowing
and
respecting. These stories will all add
to the overall story of Broken Hill.”
Stories of the Lane was available to
the 2018 Heritage Festival which was
themed: ‘If only these walls could
talk’.
The exhibition was also seen as a
prelude to the establishment of a
permanent Literature Lane in Broken
Hill.
Barrier Daily Truth, Wednesday
7 March, 2018
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A
collaborative
project
exploring the culture of Broken
Hill and Australia was exhibited
in the Broken Hill Art Exchange
@ The Grand.
The exhibition titled ‘Two
Down’ was inspired by Wake in
Fright and other famous Aussie
‘horror’ films.
Australian horror is a genre that often
departs from supernatural themes and
renders reality as the pervasive terror. In
their first collaborative project, artists
Frankie Chow and Alana Wesley extended
their respective investigations into the
horror of the everyday to create a sitespecific body of work in Broken Hill. Their
focus was largely upon transforming the
landscape into an ominous presence,
both filmically and performatively. The
location was imperative to the project as
Broken Hill is a site that not only
aesthetically
mirrors
the
deserted
"outback" landscapes portrayed in iconic
Australian films such as Wolf Creek or Picnic
at Hanging Rock, it is also the location
where Wake In Fright was filmed,
which is a text that acted as a source
of inspiration for the work. Chow and
Wesley explored how
Australian
horror is derived from a white, colonial
fear of the unknown. They also
evaluated how they were personally
perceived as the Other, both
culturally (both artists are from
Australia, yet look and/or appear
"foreign") and as women, given that
the large proportion of these texts
have a strong focus on mateship
culture.

Alana Wesley & Frankie Chow, Photo: Barrier
Daily Truth, Wednesday, 23rd May, 2018

Ultimately, the outcome of this one month
residency will be a series of onsite
performances,
documented
through
sound and video, that portray both
Australia's natural landscape and its
national culture as equally ominous threats
They also evaluated how they were
personally perceived as the Other, both
culturally (both artists are from Australia,
yet look and/or appear "foreign") and as
women, given that the large proportion of
these texts have a strong focus on
mateship culture. Ultimately, the outcome
of their one month residency was a series
of onsite performances, documented
through sound and video, that portray
both Australia's natural landscape and its
national culture as equally ominous
threats.
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It’s almost impossible to comprehend
the importance of The Grand Hotel’s
part in Broken Hill’s history. As one of the
first large stone structures of the
township (built in 1888) The Grand Hotel
was a jewel in Broken Hill’s crown,
playing host to regal visits and gala
events throughout the early years and
right up to the 1970’s.
BHAE’s Secretary Ghislaine Barbe,
well known for conducting tourists
(and locals) along Broken Hill’s
Heritage Trail took visitors on
fascinating adventures through
the rooms and hallways of the
Grand
Hotel’s
rich
past.
Combining history, humour and
insight, the visitors became a part
of the tour, inhabiting personas
and
reciting
anecdotes
researched
from
archival
material.
Commencing from City Square,
Ghislaine took patrons on an
enlightening
whistle-stop
journey
entering through the foyer, up to the
residences and down to the newlynamed Heritage Courtyard.
At
designated
points
of
interest
individuals were encouraged to give
voice to passages from the past,
breathing life into forgotten fragments
of Broken Hill’s extraordinary existence.
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Peter spent time with Broken Hill Art
Exchange at the Duff Street residence
in February, continuing to pursue his
project of research into his family’s
history.
During his time with us Peter also
explored more art work based on the
surrounding countryside.
(See Peter’s entry in the Solar & Wind
Art Challenge)

Wilson Street, South Broken Hill
by Peter Osborn.
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Simon Terrill’s Crowd Theory project is
an ongoing series of photographic and
performance based events with
crowds, communities and the spaces
they occupy. Each project begins with
drawing on peoples’ association with
place. Following a period of location
research, the process begins by inviting
anyone and everyone who has an
association with that place to be a part
of the image. From there an idea of a
crowd portrait emerges. The works are
carefully
stage-managed
public
operations
that
involve
many
collaborators and are a collective
effort
in
coordinating
lighting,
soundtracks,
camera,
catering,
marshalling and sometimes a smoke
machine or closing off a street.
The works seek to explore a contrasting
and oscillating space between the
personal and the public, the individual
and the collective, and the impact of
these fluid definitions on architecture,
portraiture and the photograph. For
each event, a time and place are
specified and a group of people
assemble, but their actions on-site are
left undirected and uncontrolled. Terrill
is interested in how people choose to
represent themselves within these
spaces and how in turn, these spaces
potentially represent their inhabitants
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Eagle Arts is a small alternative school
with three campuses – in Broken Hill,
Bligh Park and Kincumber.
About Eagle Arts: We aim to meet the
educational and social needs of
adolescents. Our focus is on numeracy
and literacy - creating opportunities for
students to build their skills.
A no fee private school for young
people who have struggled in
traditional schools.We cater for a wide
variety of students. Students are
encouraged to find careers which
support
them
in
becoming
independent young adults.

Volunteers at Broken Hill Art Exchange
engage in a variety of tasks and activities.
As a not-for-profit organisation BHAE is
immensely grateful for the assistance
provided by volunteers.
As a token of appreciation contributors to
the Desert Equinox Preludes are often
presented with a gift crafted by volunteer
artists. Volunteer Emily Forest has
undertaken to create exquisite stitch work
mementos which we’re proud to include
as
part
of
BHAE’s
nod
of
acknowledgement to everyone taking
part in 2018’s Solar-Wind Equinox.
Thank you Emily!

In 2018 Eagle Arts at Duff Street, Broken
Hill has sought to expand its reach.
BHAE is proud to be able to support
Eagle Arts in its endeavours.
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Louise Moriarty 'The Poet', has
delivered over 5000 personal
poetry portraits to people for
all occasions. Her uncanny
way of capturing the essence
of the person, touches a place
in their heart where they never
knew they were seen and
moves people in ways you
cannot expect.

Upon meeting Louise,
don’t be surprised to be
presented
with
an
instant poem, written on
handmade paper by this
powerful
and
free
ranging muse!

Among Louise’s extraordinary range of
talents are Vipassana Meditation,
Permaculture, Shamanic Sage, Artist
and Art Therapist. She is a Community
Cultural Development Worker based in
Wilcannia and a passionate activist for
local and cultural issues.

Louise’s amazing energy and talents
are a feature of the Solar & Wind Desert
Equinox opening at The Grand on 9
June.
biography and pictures from
https://www.wonderfilledworld.com/pages
/about-us, accessed on 4 June 2018

Jane Deany lives in Melbourne and is a
frequent visitor to Broken Hill. While in
residence Jane explored the artistic
scene of Broken Hill for her blog
ilovebrokenhill.com first published in 2011.
Jane’s time was also spent exploring the
organisation’s
website’s
further
development and researching various
projects for BHAE. Her interest is
educational
and
developing
promotional opportunities for Broken Hill
through social media.
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The Broken Hill Art Exchange and AGL
proudly
launched
the
Viewing
Platform Art and Design Competition in
2017 to celebrate the opening of the
Broken Hill Solar Plant and was
produced for the 2017 Desert Equinox
‘Sun & Earth’, as a prelude to the
Broken Hill Biennale of Art.
On Tuesday 3 April 2018 the viewing
platform was officially opened, and
attended
by
Auntie
Maureen
O’Donnell,
an
Elder
of
the Wilyakali people,
Parliamentary
Secretary for Renewable Energy and
Northern NSW, Ben Franklin, Powering
Australian Renewables Fund Board
Chair Thomas Parry and Mayor of
Broken Hill, Darriea Turley.
Timothy Bauer’s winning design is an
‘earthly’ foundation that supports a
‘celestial’ platform. The dynamic
façade produces an ever-changing
interplay of light and shadow as a
poetic notion of sunlight. As the viewer
moves up the ramped pathway, a
multitude
of
perspectives offer
themselves
from
which to connect
with the red earth
and boundless sky.

The Silverton Wind Farm is located in the
Barrier Ranges of NSW. Its south-western
boundary is approximately five kilometres
north of Silverton and approximately 25
kilometres north-west of Broken Hill.
“The 200 MW Silverton Wind Farm Project is
a $450 million energy project currently
under construction in north western NSW.
The wind farm is the first greenfield
development for the Powering Australian
Renewables Fund (PARF). A joint venture
consisting of GE and CATCON is
contracted
for
the
engineering,
procurement and construction of the wind
farm works. The project scope also
includes connection works to a substation
in Broken Hill operated by TransGrid.
Construction began in May 2017 with the
site expected to be operational by mid2018.
The site will contain 58 wind turbines and
will produce approximately 780,000 MWh
of renewable energy annually, in what will
be the sixth largest wind farm in Australia.
This energy will power approximately
136,000 average Australian homes.
The Silverton Wind Farm will produce
approximately 780,000 MWh of renewable
energy annually, which can power
approximately 136,000 average Australian
homes.”
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Catalogue of Entries
2018’s Solar & Wind Art Challenge
presented the people of Broken Hill and
away with the question of how exactly
does one express emotion about the
Sun, light, fire, etc., and/or Air, wind,
atmosphere, etc.
One of the most exciting results from
BHAE’s series of Desert Equinox Preludes
since their inception in 2015 has been
the
unearthing
of
extraordinary
imagination and creativity across the
entire city. They have given inspiration
to new examples of public art, and
opened the door to our quiet achievers
to exhibit their talents in ways they
never would have imagined previously.
The only stipulation for entrants to the
Desert Equinox Art Prize is that they find
a place in Broken Hill to exhibit their
work:- A place that is publicly viewable
and that they (and the public) can
engage with. The two-fold benefits
speak for themselves: Businesses
become traffic zones for new potential
customers and patrons; and tourists
(locals too!) have a reason to explore
parts of Broken Hill where they would
not normally have ventured.
BHAE is enormously proud to have the
support and sponsorship of AGL
ENERGY LTD and BROKEN HILL CITY
COUNCIL in its endeavours to engage
with, and be a part of, the community
of Broken Hill.
We hope you get as much pleasure
from our participants’ entries as we do!
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By Norman Forrest
Category: Solar
Born in Victoria in Victoria where the
cold wind burrows through to the very
marrow of your bones, I headed to
warmer climes at ‘the back of Bourke”.
New South Wales. After working as a
roustabout for shearing teams, my wife
and I worked on sheep and cattle
stations (as the station manager) in the
Wanaaring area before taking up a
position in the National Parks & Wildlife
service as a park worker on Nocoleche
Nature Reserve. It was there that I
started to paint sunset scenes. My style
is classed as naïve and semi abstract
and is painted in acrylics. I paint mostly
landscapes featuring shearing shed,
houses, wonderful cloud formations
and spectacular sunsets but I also like
to portray mystic figures (mostly of
women) and animals. I also like
experimenting with black and white
landscapes
that
emphasise
our
panoramic shies and brooding clouds.

Kinchega National Park before settling
in Broken Hill so that our children could
undertake higher education. Even
though Broken Hill is isolated from the
larger cities of coastal and highland
New South Wales, we have everything
we need right here.
The ‘Brushmen of the Bush’ were an
inspiration to me – not only for
establishing the art scene in Broken Hill
and bringing worldwide recognition to
the area and its artists, but also for their
diverse styles that captured the feel of
the place. My hope for the future is to
have my paintings sought by major
galleries and private collections in
Australia and overseas. Also, of course,
to keep painting until I can no longer.
Description: Rays from sun
Art form: Painting
Medium: Acrylic on Canvas
Size / dimensions: 50 x 70 cm
Site location: LifeLine Op shop Window, Argent
Street

The glorious sunsets and sunrises that
abound in the Broken Hill area are an
artist’s and photographers delight. You
feel as though you’re on another
planet – alone, isolated, feeling one
with nature. Time stands still and you
don’t get any older; you feel the
agelessness of the great landscape
and can concentrate on listening to
the earth’s hushed tones.

Moving away from the more isolated
outback, I worked in the Menindee
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By Annette Minchin
Category: Wind
“A practicing artist for 50 years. I never
have made a work which has allowed
me to say ‘done it!’”
Description: A work on canvas
using patterns of wind and text

Artform: Mixed media on canvas painting
Medium: found media, pigment
Size / dimensions: 400 x 600mm
Site location: Outback Real Estate, 13 Chloride
Street Mall
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By Gunter Kairies
Category: Wind
Kairies was born in Germany in 1933
and immigrated to Australia in 1955
where he started his own business and
retired in 1988. As a Gestalt student he
commenced his journey of selfdiscovery in 1990. During a trip to the
Himalaya’s he discovered the ability to
sketch and paint and attended art
classes at Woollahra Art Centre and
Margaret Looney Studio in Sydney. He
has travelled and exhibited extensively
across Australia and relocated from
Leura, Blue Mountains to Broken Hill in
2012. His solo exhibitions include Die
Weisse Sonne and Gronau, Germany
(2000), the Broken Hill Art Exchange
(2014), and the Darling Gallery,
Menindee NSW (2015).

Description: When I first saw these
sandstone structures at Lake Mungo
National Park, I asked myself how are
these lunettes formed?
The Lunettes are called the “Wall of
China”. They were formed 3000 years
ago by the wind and the weather. I
was mesmerized by the Lunette
amazing beauty and had to start
sketching them.
Aware of the light and shadows I
eventually created this water colour
painting of wonderful Mungo National
Park.
Artform: painting
Medium: watercolour
Size / dimensions: 730 x 580mm
Site location: Shutterbug, 348 Argent Street
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By Gunter Kairies
Category: Wind
Kairies was born in Germany in 1933
and immigrated to Australia in 1955
where he started his own business and
retired in 1988. As a Gestalt student he
commenced his journey of selfdiscovery in 1990. During a trip to the
Himalaya’s he discovered the ability to
sketch and paint and attended art
classes at Woollahra Art Centre and
Margaret Looney Studio in Sydney. He
has travelled and exhibited extensively
across Australia and relocated from
Leura, Blue Mountains to Broken Hill in
2012. His solo exhibitions include Die
Weisse Sonne and Gronau, Germany
(2000), the Broken Hill Art Exchange
(2014), and the Darling Gallery,
Menindee NSW (2015).

Description: Most of my work is about
the Simpson Desert which is always
changing. The power of the wind has
formed and reformed the sand dunes
over thousands of years. The wind
keeps shifting and changing the
beautiful long curves and ripples. I love
the desert. When I cross a dune and
stop on top of it, I feel at one with the
desert and silence. I become aware of
the changes in light and the constant
movement of the sand around me. I
like to incorporate this in my work. The
desert is my second home where I feel
a sense of freedom and peace of
mind.
Artform: painting
Medium: watercolour
Size / dimensions: 730 x 580mm
Site location: ANZ Bank, 384 Argent Street
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By Elizabeth Blackmore
Category: Solar

Artform: Painting
Medium: acrylic & oil paint on canvas
Site location: Under the Silver Tree Bookshop, 29
Sulphide Street

“I have recently retired after
teaching at Secondary College in
Victoria, NSW and Canberra for 57
years. I am a self-taught artist for the
most part and fitted this pleasure
around my teaching. In the last 20
years or so I have also enjoyed
sculpting in stone and clay.
“While teaching in Melbourne, I had
the pleasure of being a student of
the well-known artist, Malcom
Beattie. During his class I discovered
how to push out my horizons and
jump over boundaries.
“Much
of
my
artwork
and
photography has involved the
coastal areas of the beautiful and
dramatic far south coast of NSW.
“Since being in Broken Hill, I am
wandering along the highways and
byways with my camera, imbibing
the spirit of the desert and collecting
images for future artistic expression.”
Description: The painting is a no
nonsense statement acknowledging
that the sun exists, it keeps coming
and (so far), nothing can stop it!
Without the sun, the planet is
doomed. It is a bold, brassy
character strutting magnificently on
the stage of our solar system and our
lives. We can love it and we often
curse it.
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By Elizabeth Blackmore
Category: Solar
“I have recently retired after teaching
at Secondary College in Victoria, NSW
and Canberra for 57 years. I am a selftaught artist for the most part and fitted
this pleasure around my teaching. In
the last 20 years or so I have also
enjoyed sculpting in stone and clay.
While teaching in Melbourne, I had the
pleasure of being a student of the wellknown artist, Malcom Beattie. During his
class I discovered how to push out my
horizons and jump over boundaries.
Much of my artwork and photography
has involved the coastal areas of the
beautiful and dramatic far south coast
of NSW.
Since being in Broken Hill, I am
wandering along the highways and
byways with my camera, imbibing the
spirit of the desert and collecting
images for future artistic expression.”

Description: I see the title conveying a
certain symbolism regarding life. We
judge things according to a set of rules,
written and unwritten! This painting may
represent either a sunrise or sunset. The
reality is, if it wasn’t for the perspective
within which it is presented, that is
western horizon or eastern horizon, how
could you tell?
To extrapolate from this concept, to
open one’s mind and view something
in its purity without any preconceived
ideas or influences, could be a very
satisfying experience. Those of us who
travel single -minded along a path,
may miss much joy and delight.
The title is also that of a song from the
stage show, Fiddler on the Roof, the first
line of which is, “Sunrise, sunset, swiftly
flow the days.” So, let’s waste no time
in viewing life from many perspectives!!
Just as the sun’s actions wash across
the sky, so the paint was washed down
the canvas. I understand that this is not
a usual action when using oils but it was
very satisfying to do this, knowing that if
the desired effect was not achieved, it
could be done again with relative
ease, and the outcomes might also
surprise the artist!

Artform: painting
Medium: oil on canvas
Site location: Coles Café @ supermarket
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By Jenny Cattonar
Category: Wind
Jenny Cattonar was born in Genoa,
Italy and lives in Broken Hill. She has had
one solo and ten joint exhibitions and
been the winner or finalist in thirteen art
prizes. Major works and painting by
Cattonar are held nationally and in
France, Croatia, Italy, Ohio, California,
England, Sweden and Canada.

Artform: painting
Medium: oil on canvas
Size / dimensions: 50 x 40cm
Site location: Outback Real Estate, Town Square, 13
Chloride St

Description: For thousands of years of
civilisation has been fascinated with
meteorology. Ancient Greece is an
example to try to explain forces of
nature by their Gods. Anemoi, being
the God of Winds.
Wind energy actually comes from the
sun. Solar Radiation eventually heats
the surface of the earth which causes
hot air to rise and cool air to fill the void.
This energy is the definition to wind
energy. Today harvesting the wind is a
clean way to generate electricity. It
does not emit pollution or greenhouse
gases. With Wind Turbines the largest
can generate power for 600 homes.
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By Blake Griffiths
Category: Solar
Blake is a weaver living and working in
Broken Hill, far west NSW.
Description: This work forms part of an
ongoing investigation reconsidering the
materiality of our national emblem.
Here, the emu feather becomes an
enquiry into the ‘Australian’ image for
both pre and post-colonial Australia.
Weaving the material into a glowing orb
around a circular mirror, the viewer is
asked
posit
themselves
in
this
dichotomy and meditate on the portal
that confronts them; one that without
doubt, reminds you where you are;
baking in the desert sun along with our
(often
roadkill)
emblematic
counterparts.
Artform: Mirror Sculpture
Medium: emu feathers, mirror, led
Size / dimensions: 70cm diametre circle
Site location: Atlas space, 329 Oxide street
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By Asma Mather
Category: Wind
Asma is a local artist. Her work has focus
on
the
relationship
between
landscape,
metaphysics,
and
language.

Description: This is a meditation on the
invisible quality of wind. Only its effect
can be read visually.
Something disperses and something
gathers, simultaneous.
It has been said ' be as wide as the air
to learn a secret.' (Rumi)

Artform: 2-d installation
Medium: mixed media
Size / dimensions: 1.5 x 1.5 m
Site location: Atlas space, 329
Oxide street
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By Alison Jones
Category: Wind
“I am a high school Visual Arts teacher
who often forgets to allow time to be
personally creative. I spend time and
energy on encouraging our young
people to use their creative minds and
don’t always leave time or energy for
myself. Having just returned from a trip
overseas, I yearn to travel some more.”

Description: A steampunk
inspired sculpture of a wind
powered airship, whose pilot
is poised to travel the skies

Artform: sculpture
Medium: Assembled found objects
Size / dimensions: 80 x 30cm x30cm
Site location: ANZ Bank, 384 Argent St
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By Sarah-Jane Smith
Category: Solar
Sarah-Jane Smith is a Year 8 Visual Arts
student at Willyama High School.
Description: A solar powered phone, in
the middle of nowhere, during a sunset.

Artform: Painting
Medium: Acrylic
Size / dimensions: 30 x 40cm canvas
Site location: ANZ Bank, 384 Argent St
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By Danielle Dragomirovich
Category: Solar
“I am a Year 12 student attending
Willyama High School. One day I would
like to pursue a career in art as it is
something I’ve always been passionate
for”
Description: The painting
describes how it feels to be
in the sun and wind and
shows the power and
tranquillity they both carry
for life and energy.

Artform: Painting on canvas
Medium: Oil and acrylic on
canvas,applied with palette knives.
Size / dimensions: 40cm x 30cm
Site location: ANZ Bank, 384 Argent St
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By Peter Osborn
Category: Solar
“I am an artist based near Warwick
Queensland who has been resident at
the Broken Hill Art Exchange. I have
studied visual art at the University of
Southern Queensland and held several
solo exhibitions in regional galleries. My
work searches for the essence in the
landscape that provides renewal and
sanctuary, reverence and happiness. It
aims to promote and remind of the
wonderful asset we have in the wide
spaces of the outback.”
Description:
The
pastel
painting portrays the warmth
of the summer evenings as
the sun sets and the sky and
the land respond with
changing colour. My work
aims to present my visual and
spiritual response to nature
and to respect the beauty
we are recipients of. The sun
is the source of our energy
and vitality and many warm
evenings spent after the heat
of the day. It is our
responsibility
to
future
generations to respect and
care for this world we pass
through.
Artform: Painting
Medium: Pastel on paper
Size / dimensions: 75cm wide x 60cm high
Site location: Broken Hill Library, Blende Street
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By Lucy Magann
Category: Solar
“My name is Lucy Magann. I have
always enjoyed and appreciated
photography but it has been since I
have moved away from the city that I
have been able to take the time to
enjoy and capture more of the world
around me. I have a particular passion
for sky photography. There is something
so unique about the morning sunrises,
the afternoon light shows of sun rays
and colour and the millions of stars
strewn across a black canvas. Broken
Hill has given me the inspiration to
further my skills in photography. I have
still have so much learn and want to
continue with this passion.”

Artform: Photography
Medium: Canvas
Size / dimensions: 20inch x 30 inch
Site location: Interhealth, 333 Morgan St
Broken Hill

Description: When I think of
solar I think of the beauty of
the afternoon sunsets in
Broken Hill. With warm
colours striking across the
sky in contrast with arid
landscape. To capture the
colours
of
nature
produced by the sun is
something truly wonderful.
The sun and it’s all beauty
has always been a theme
for my photos.
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By Armando Licul
Category: Solar
Armando
comes
from
an
entertainment
industry
background
in
theatre
production. He has toured
extensively across Australia and
overseas
as
a
Production
Manager,
Stage
Manager,
Lighting
Designer,
Company
Manager, and has worked in
virtually all areas of theatre
production with most of the major
performance
companies
in
Australia. He taught Theatre
Production at the Victorian
College of the Arts Drama School,
and
has
had
his
plays
workshopped by Playbox Theatre
in Victoria and the National
Playwrights Centre. He now lives in
Broken Hill where he has
ensconced himself at the Broken
Hill Art Exchange as a project
manager. His interests and
experience cover a wide range of
activities including writing, art,
carving,
and
producing
animation.
Description: Woman by Fire is a
study in contemplation. She stares
into the flames – for her, the
centre of the universe.
Artform: Painting
Medium: Acrylic on Glass
Size / dimensions: A3
Site location: West Darling Arts Gallery, 256 Argent St
10am-4pm
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By Armando Licul
Category: Wind
Armando
comes
from
an
entertainment industry background
in theatre production. He has toured
extensively across Australia and
overseas as a Production Manager,
Stage Manager, Lighting Designer,
Company Manager, and has worked
in virtually all areas of theatre
production with most of the major
performance companies in Australia.
He taught Theatre Production at the
Victorian College of the Arts Drama
School, and has had his plays
workshopped by Playbox Theatre in
Victoria and the National Playwrights
Centre. He now lives in Broken Hill
where he has ensconced himself at
the Broken Hill Art Exchange as a
project manager. His interests and
experience cover a wide range of
activities including writing, art,
carving, and producing animation.
Description: Two dragonflies, light as
the air itself, meet to discuss world
issues.
Artform: Painting and etching
Medium: Acrylic on Glass
Size / dimensions: A4
Site location: Sufi Books of Broken Hill,
158-160 Argent St
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By Kevin “Bushy” White
Category: Solar
Kevin “Bushy” White was born in 1947 and
started creating art in 1971.
Description: Depiction of sun’s energy.
(A full description of Kevin “Bushy” White’s
works can be found in the Broken Hill
Gallery Guide)

Artform: Painting
Medium: Crushed mineral art
Size / dimensions: 1m x 1m
Site location: White’s Mineral Art
& Mining and Doll Museum
1 Allendale Street
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by Hanifa Leoni Macfarlane
Category: Solar
Hanifa Leoni Macfarlane is a digital
and installation Australian Muslim Artist.
She is also an Aikido teacher as
Headmaster of Unity Aikido. Her martial
arts background informs her art as does
her study of Islamic Sufism. Her artwork
expresses the outer beauty and inner
unity of Islamic Art in a contemporary
form based in traditional principles of
symmetry and harmony.
Description: Light shines on the sea at
the time of Asr prayer. Rain falls softly as
a faint curtain. The water cycle is
indicated, the cycle of life is present
initiated by the presence of blessed
sunlight
creating
the
upward
movement
of
evaporation
and
purification of the water. It becomes
mist, then cloud and falls as rain to
continue the cycle of purification again
and again.
Artform: Digital painting print
Medium: Digital print on film
Size / dimensions: 850mm x 601mm
Site location: Almiraj Sufi Bookshop
158-160 Argent St
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by Maureen Clark
Category: Wind
“I am a largely self- taught artist who
has had some much appreciated help
and advice from a number of local
artists over the years. I thank them for
their generosity in sharing their
knowledge and expertise. Currently, I
am a member of Gaara (a Broken Hill
women’s art group) and the Willyama
Art Society. I commend the Art
Exchange for their work in providing
avenues for artistic expression and
exhibitions for local practising artists.
“I have experimented with many forms
of media in my works – watercolour,
acrylic, oils and mixed media – and
with a number of different styles. I
particularly enjoy portraiture, both in
contemporary and realistic styles. I like
to explore social issues in some of my
works, for example the environment
and the way social change is
impacting on people. As well as
crossing over boundaries within art, I
also like to combine art with
other forms of expression such as
poetry.”

Description: We have all experienced
the wind, whether as a gentle
refreshing breeze or a cyclonic force of
destruction. My painting shows this with
the young girl spontaneously enjoying
the feeling of the sudden strong breeze
lifting her hair against a background of
red sand dunes laid down by the
eddying force of the wind over time. I
have used acrylic paint applied with a
painting knife to make my girl the focal
point of the picture and have chosen
colours which may also suggest floating
autumn leaves, as well as hair. I have
attempted to explain the effect of wind
in the following original poem:
The wind flirts with young girls’ dresses
and blows their hair about their faces
and then when finished playing
departs for other places
Where serious work is still to be done
among the mountain ranges,
with rocks to abrade and gullies to carve
and the Earth so slowly changes.
Then like some demented genie
the wind swirls this soil and sand
and soon crimson dunes come creeping
across far desert lands.
Maureen Clark

Artform: Painting
Medium: Acrylic on canvas
Size / dimensions: 40cm x 30cm
Site location: The Lollipop Tree,
Shop 5, 360 Argent St
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by Louise Addison
Category: Wind
Louise is a graphic designer and artist
who enjoys working with abstract forms
that evoke a sense of something else,
which differs depending on the viewer.
She is inspired by artists from the
impressionists and surrealists.

Description: An abstract depiction of
stars being swept into space

Artform: Painting
Medium: Acrylic on canvas board
Size / dimensions: A pair of artworks 34cm
wide x 44cm high each
Site location: The Lollipop Tree
Shop 5, 360 Argent Street
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Group entry by Railway Town Public
School, ML Class x6
Category: Solar
Students in Kindergarten to Year 6.
Students learnt about how the Sun’s
energy is gathered by Solar panels and
converted into electrical energy.
Students wove a range of fabrics and
textiles to create their own sun
weaving.
Artform: Textile Weaving
Medium: Fabrics, wool, wire and rubber
bands
Size / dimensions: approx. 1m x 1m
Site location: Railway Town School,
Building wall near grass area,
Corner Wills Lane and Harris Street
Monday-Friday 8.30am to 4pm
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Group entry by Railway Town Public
School, Year 1-2 students
Category: Wind
Students learnt about how wind energy
is gathered by wind turbines and
converted into electrical energy.
Students worked in groups to weave
textiles through wire to create huge
colourful clouds, inspired by the colours
of the Broken Hill sunsets. The clouds
move freely in the wind.
Artform: Sculpture
Medium: Wire, wool, yarn, ribbon
Size / dimensions: Approx. 2m x 1.5m
Site location: Railway Town School,
Grassed area in School Grounds
Corner Wills Lane and Harris Street
Monday-Friday 8.30am to 4pm
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Group entry by Railway Town Public
School, Year 2-6 students
Category: Wind
Students learnt about how the Sun’s
energy is gathered by Solar panels and
converted into electrical energy.
Students worked in groups to create a
variety of sphere inspired sculptures,
combing math skills, planning and
using new materials.
Artform: Sculpture
Medium: Recycled materials, cardboard, papier
mache, paint
Size / dimensions: Approx. 2m x 1.5m
Site location: Railway Town School,
Grassed area in School Grounds
Corner Wills Lane and Harris Street
Monday-Friday 8.30am to 4pm
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Group entry by Railway Town Public
School, Year 5-6 students
Category: Wind
Students learnt about how wind energy
is gathered by wind turbines and
converted into electrical energy.
Students drew pictures inspired by the
wind (windmills, leaves, dust storms etc)
and created wire pictures which move
in the wind.

Artform: Sculpture
Medium: Wire
Size / dimensions: 1m x 1m
Site location: Railway Town School,
End building wall near grassed area in school
grounds
Corner Wills Lane and Harris Street
Monday-Friday 8.30am to 4pm
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Group entry by Railway Town Public
School, Kindergarten to 2 grade
Category: Solar
Students learnt about how the Sun’s
energy is gathered by Solar panels and
converted into electrical energy. They
described the Sun, read books about it
and shared what they enjoyed doing
on a sunny day. Students then painted
reflective pictures of these activities
and KW made a mini sun with simple
materials

Artform: Sculpture
Medium: Paint on card and recycled
materials
Size / dimensions: Approx. 2m x 1.5m
Site location: Railway Town School,
Grassed area in School Grounds
Corner Wills Lane and Harris Street
Monday-Friday 8.30am to 4pm
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Description: A work on canvas using
patterns of wind and text. A mounted,
rotating propeller.

by Graham (Chook) Banks
Category: Wind
In the remote regions of Australia over
the last century we've battled the wind
where it has blown away our top soil,
wreaked havoc with dust storms and
has been detrimental to flimsy
structures. We've learned to utilise the
"blade" to overcome distance by
attaching them to an engine with
wings to fly vast distances, adapted
them to be used to help us muster our
stock with an ultralight aircraft, to water
our stock by adding multiple blades to
a rotating mechanism on a tower to
pump water via the windmill. Even
better use of this concept in it's most
modern incarnation is by applying it to
life saving trips into the harsh outback ,
in the form of modern aircraft and
technology, known worldwide as the
RFDS. More recently we've upscaled
the idea and added a generator and
placed them strategically on towers to
produce electricity, simply by using
what we have in abundance- the wind.
"Blade" is an artwork that reflects the
ability we've discovered to harness the
wind, whether it's being driven or
propelling us upwards. The sturdy
construction and recycled material
used in the artwork are influenced by
my own experience of flight, it can also
be seen as a metaphor for moving us
forward and progressing or uplifting
humanity.

Artform: Sculpture
Medium: Recycled wood, aluminium, brass & steel
Size / dimensions: base 250mm square, 450mm high
Site location: Barrier Stationers, 313 Argent St
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by Greg Comey
Category: Solar
“I’m a 15 year old artist living in central
Kalimantan, Indonesia”
Description: Logically impossible, the
hands represent to solar orbit and the
sun is the blind man.

Artform: drawing
Medium: Pencil
Size / dimensions: A3
Site location: Eagle Arts Vocational College, 8/157
Duff Street (Duff Park)
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by Susan Thomas
Category: Wind
Susan was born in Broken Hill in 1963.
She moved to Adelaide to study Visual
Communication at university when she
was 18 years of age. Susan later moved
to Sydney to work as a graphic
designer. She has worked in various
fields including running a tourist
information centre for a hotel chain, a
receptionist at Channel 9 Sydney, and
as an independent jewellery designer.
While living in Sydney Susan completed
her honours in Fine Arts at UNSW. In 2001
Susan returned to Broken Hill to establish
the Broken Hill Art Exchange.
Description: Dr Bee is a drawing
taken from my sketchbook. I am
interested in the habit and life cycle
of native bees. They are necessary
to the sustainability of native plants
in Australia.

Artform: drawing
Medium: pencil / photocopy
Size / dimensions: A4
Site Location: Sufi bookshop, 158 – 160 Argent
Street
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LOCATION OF ENTRIES – KEY
1: LIFELINE OP SHOP 119-127 ARGENT ST
2,7: OUTBACK REAL ESTATE, CITY SQUARE
3: SHUTTERBUG, 348 ARGENT ST
4,10-12: ANZ BANK, 384 ARGENT ST
5: UNDER THE SILVER TREE, 29 SULPHIDE ST
6: COLES CAFÉ, COLES SUPERMARKET
8,9: ATLAS SPACE, 329 OXIDE ST
13: BROKEN HILL LIBRARY, 245-249 BLENDE ST
14: INTERHEALTH, 333 MORGAN ST
15: WEST DARLING ARTS, 256 ARGENT ST
16,18,28: SUFI BOOKS, 158-160 ARGENT ST
17: WHITE’S MINERAL ARTS & MUSEUM
1 ALLENDALE ST
19,20: THE LOLLYPOP TREE, 360 ARGENT ST
21-25; RAILWAY TOWN SCHOOL,
CNR WILLS LANE & HARRIS ST
26: BARRIER STATIONERS, 313 ARGENT ST
27: EAGLE ARTS COLLEGE, 158-160 DUFF ST
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Broken Hill Art Exchange thanks the generous support
of businesses and organisations that are host to the
participants of the Solar & Wind Desert Equinox Art
Challenge

Lifeline Op Shop
Outback Real Estate
Shutterbug Framing and Pictures
ANZ Bank, Broken Hill
Under the Silver Tree Bookshop
Coles Cafe
Atlas Space
Broken Hill Public Library
Interhealth
Almiraj Sufi Books
White’s Mineral Art & Mining and Doll Museum
The Lollipop Tree
Railway Town Public School
Barrier Stationers
Eagle Arts Vocational College

Enter the
EARTH & WATER DESERT
EQUINOX JULY – NOVEMBER
2018
ENQUIRE NOW
phone: 08 8088 4698
email: info@brokenhillartexchange.org.au
www.brokenhillartexchange.org.au
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Broken Hill Art Exchange @ The Grand,
313 Argent Street Broken Hill
P.O. Box 1083, Broken Hill NSW 2880
10am – 3pm Monday to Friday
& by appointment
Closed public holidays
08 8088 4698
Email: info@brokenhillartexchange.org.au
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/brokenhillartexchange/

Website: http://brokenhillartexchange.org.au/
BHAE Committee: Gary Cook, Bruce Green, Ghislaine Barbe, Susan Thomas, Armando
Licul, Annie Graham, Paul Adcock
GECCO PARTNERS: Mandy Nelson, Bryan Carrick, Paul Adcock

BHAE Volunteers: Zoey Battams, Shaun Brook, Ashleigh Buckland, Matt Chandler, Naomi
Clogg, Roger Doyl, Shikara Dragut, Jamie Duncan, Emily Forrest, Alex Graham, Allison
Hawes, Brooke Milne, Theresa Paistri, Tristen Searle, Dennis Watson,

The Solar-Wind Desert Equinox Almanac
was prepared and edited by
Susan Thomas & Armando Licul
Layout and original graphics by Armando Licul
Printing: Nichols & Sons, Broken Hill
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