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The Broken Hill Art Exchange is happy to present 

this updated guide to the art galleries of Broken 

Hill. The guide attests to the dynamic art scene in 

the Heritage-listed city of Broken Hill, with a total 

population of just under 20,000 people.  

 

The number of galleries represents one gallery per approximately 1000 people; a proportion 

arguably unequalled in any other city in Australia. 

The task of compiling the information in this guide has been one of the most enjoyable I have 

undertaken since moving to this wonderful city. It has been a great excuse to get out and 

about and view some fantastic art, and I have had the opportunity of meeting a group of 

very interesting and friendly people. Our local artists not only have produced work of 

exceptional quality but also have fascinating narratives to relate about the production of their 

art. 

The details have been checked with the gallery owners and I have sought permission 

wherever possible to include statements from the artists themselves about their history and 

inspiration. Any mistakes that have inadvertently crept into this document are purely the fault 

of the compiler. This is not the first guide to the artists of Broken Hill. In particular I recommend 

that readers seek a copy of Jack Absalom and Christine Bartley’s beautiful book “Art of Broken 

Hill: Outback Australia” (available at Jack Absalom’s Gallery). It is important to note that this 

guide does not include all the artists practising in Broken Hill. Many talented artists have 

contributed to the art culture of this city through teaching other aspiring artists but do not 

maintain a gallery of their own. Nor does this small volume include all the art available for 

viewing by the general public, with some impressive collections on view at various 

establishments, including the Musicians Club, the “Demo”, the Silly Goat and others. 

Competitive exhibitions are held regularly, including those sponsored by Lifeline, the Broken 

Hill Desert Equinox organised by the Broken Hill Art Exchange, 

and of course the annual Pro Hart Outback Art Prize 

organised by the Broken Hill Regional Art Gallery. 

I would like to thank the committee and members of the 

Broken Hill Art Exchange for their support and 

encouragement in producing this guide. Particular thanks are 

due to Susan Thomas, our artistic director, and Armando Licul, 

who assisted with the graphic design of this volume. In 

conclusion, I would like to encourage local residents and 

visitors from “away” to explore our wonderful city and 

engage with the artists who are such important contributors 

to the culture of Broken Hill.  

Gary Cook, President, Broken Hill Art Exchange.  

Welcome to the 

Broken Hill 

 Gallery Guide 
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Absalom’s Gallery 

Gallery owner/ artist Jack Absalom 

Address   638 Chapple St., Broken Hill, NSW 2880 

Hours of opening  7 days: 10 am-5 pm. 

Closed January, February and Christmas 

Day 

Telephone/fax  08 8087 5881 

Email    jackab5@bigpond.com.au   

Website   www.jackabsalom.com.au/index.htm 
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Born in Port Augusta, South Australia, Jack 

moved with his family to the Nullabor Plain 

when he was five years old. Here he learned 

bush skills from aboriginals who at this time 

were still in their tribes.  Working in many 

fields, including 15 years as a professional 

kangaroo shooter, he has developed an 

unrivalled expertise of the Australian inland. 

 

For more than 50 years Jack has lived in Broken Hill, New South Wales, with his wife Mary 

where they raised five children. Today he is a very successful professional artist.  His 

exquisite gallery was opened in April 1997 and attracts over 100,000 visitors a year.  His 

display of oil paintings, prints and a magnificent opal display is surpassed by none. He 

is also a successful author of a number of books including "Safe outback travel" and 

"Outback cooking in the camp oven" which are both still best sellers after 30 years in 

print.  He also has a magnificent book celebrating 20 years as an artist and a recently 

updated "Art of Broken Hill" book featuring a selection of the artists and art of Broken 

Hill. 

 

Jack was a member of the "Brushmen of the Bush" a group of 5 artists that exhibited in 

Australia and all over the world for many years raising thousands of dollars for charity. 

He has many highlights in his career including Australian achiever of the year award in 

1988 for his contribution to art. In 1995 he was the recipient of both an Advance 

Australia award for his contribution to art and a Broken Hill Citizenship award for his 

promotion of Broken Hill. In 2006 he was awarded The Medal of the Order of Australia 

(OAM) for service to the visual arts as a painter, and to the community through 

fundraising for a range of charitable organisations.  
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The Gallery includes paintings by Clinton and other local Indigenous artists, artefacts, 

jewellery, and emu eggs. Art classes by arrangement.  

Gallery owner/artist Clinton Owen Kemp 

Address   76 Gypsum St., Broken Hill 

Hours of opening  Mon – Fri: 9.30 am – 5.00 pm,  

Sat: 10 am – 1 pm 

Telephone number 0429 218 713 

Email    amanyamitha@gmail.com 

Facebook

 https://www.facebook.com/amanyamithaindigenousarts/ 

Amanya Mitha Indigenous Arts 
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Born in Broken Hill and a proud descendent 

from the Dieri people of the Lake Eyre region 

of South Australia. My totem is the Carpet 

Snake. I have always had a big interest in my 

Indigenous culture and heritage which has 

been and is nurtured by my father, Paul 

Kemp, and late grandmother, Irene Kemp. 

Both have a passion of their own reflected in their many years of teaching, making 

artefacts, painting and sharing culture within the community. 

 

I was a young boy when I started making artefacts with my father and took great pride 

in re-creating these. However, my inspiration for my painting comes from my 

grandmother who is well known for her paintings in many areas throughout Australia. I 

was also drawn to the Toa’s (sculptures from the Lake Eyre region) Nan had started to 

do throughout her career as an artist and aspired to learn what I could about these 

remarkable objects. Nan had much knowledge on these rare artefacts and was proud 

that I wanted to continue on with something she was passionate about. 
 

I began working for several years at the old Indigenous arts centre, called Thankali, 

making many artefacts, paintings and growing my knowledge of the Indigenous 

culture. I also had the opportunity to travel to Canberra many years ago to be a part 

of a successful art exhibition. I have also designed artwork for a local AFL and Rugby 

League teams to be printed on the jersey for the Indigenous rounds. 
 

Nan is the inspiration for the name Amanya Mitha, meaning “Grandmother’s Country”, 

in my native language Dieri Tarrawarra. Naming this in honour of her is something I 

know she would have been very proud and ever so humble about. I would also like to 

acknowledge my mother, Tracy Kemp, for always supporting me through my journey. 

I wouldn’t be the man I am today without her unconditional love and support. I know 

you and Nan’s spirits will be with me always.  
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Art Confessions 

Gallery owner/artist Tanya Marie Reeves 

Address   Town Square, 7/9 Chloride St. 

Hours of opening  Monday-Friday: 10 am-5 pm, 

Saturday:    10 am-12.30 pm 

Telephone   08 8088 6914   

mobile    0428 715 237 

Email    artconfessions@hotmail.com 

Facebook   www.facebook.com/artconfessions 

Instagram   www.instagram.com/artconfessions 

Website   www.artconfessions.com 
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My name is Tanya Marie Reeves and I am 

a Professional Artist from outback 

Australia, self-taught, flourishing from a 

natural talent, an exceptional eye, 

passion and dedication. 

I create vibrant acrylic paintings 

consisting of brilliant block colour and 

striking contrast, the sensual curves of 

the female body and the faultless lines 

of geometry and pattern; With hand 

and brush I achieve beautiful unyielding 

saturation while exhibiting a meticulous 

sense of order resulting in an 

impeccable print-like quality, bringing 

originality and vitality into admirers’ 

homes and work-places. 

 

Ultimately, my paintings reveal a woman’s innate beauty; celebrating her sensuality 

and sexuality, her secrets and mystery, and most significantly, her confidence and her 

spirited strength of character. I hope for my artwork to inspire and empower women 

of all ages to embrace and revel in similar attributes within themselves while also 

reminding every man of the strong, beautiful women in their everyday lives. 

 

I am very fortunate to be able to do what I love in life and I am harnessing and relishing 

every opportune moment. There is something incredibly magical and wonderfully 

fulfilling about creating something from nothing with your own hands. And in turn, time 

and again, I discover a force deeper within myself that I never even knew existed. My 

art is unique, it is beautiful and passionate work, and it is everything inside me that I 

give to you.  
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Gallery owner/ artist Julie Hart 

Address   65 Williams St., Broken Hill 

    PO Box 928, Broken Hill, NSW 2880 

Hours of opening  Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri : 10 am – 4 pm 

Closed Tues & Sun 

Telephone/fax  08 8087 4448 

Email    admin@juliehart.com.au 

Website   www.juliehart.com/index.html 

Art of Julie Hart 
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Julie Hart is the daughter of the 

internationally acclaimed 

Australian painter, sculptor and 

inventor “Pro Hart”. Julie is 

perceived by many to be the 

feminine version of her father 

Pro. Although his technique runs 

through her veins, her style is 

quite different, more refined 

and detailed as opposed to her 

father’s bolder, often more 

assertive style. 

 

As a little girl, Julie’s playground was her father’s painting studios and three-storey Art 

gallery, where she would play around his feet while he worked. Pro made an easel for 

Julie in his studio, and this environment has influenced and fostered her love for art. 

And thus, Julie and her father had been sharing studios before she was 5 years old. Her 

mother recalls, “I can remember Julie waddling into her father’s studio in her nappy. 

She would sit and paint just like her Dad.” Julie has in effect studied under the Master 

for over 35 years, which continued until his passing in 2006. That close bond is still 

evident, as Julie will only paint in Pro’s master studios today. 

 

Julie’s main body of work covers native and abstract flowers, riverscapes, landscapes, 

working mainly in oil paints with brush or palette knife. Often typifying life in the 

Australian outback where she lives, her scenes can be real or imaginary usually with a 

pioneering theme, capturing the vivid heat hazes and strong harsh outback colours of 

the untamed bush in her landscapes. Or perhaps the softer blue/green hues around 

the many rivers when they run. Bold striking palette knife florals that jump from the 

canvas, with thick and solid paints that give a 3-dimensional feel on rich textured 

backgrounds.  
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Broken Hill Regional Art Gallery 

Gallery Manager:  Tara Callaghan 

Address:    404-408 Argent St., Broken Hill  

Hours of opening:  Mon-Fri: 10 am-5 pm 

     Sat & Sun: 11 am-4 pm 

Telephone:    08 8080 3444 

Email:   artgallery@brokenhill.nsw.gov.au 

Facebook:

 www.facebook.com/BrokenHillRegionalArtGallery/  

Website:    bhartgallery.com.au 
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Established in 1904 and housed in one of Broken Hill’s original heritage buildings, Sully’s 

Emporium, the Broken Hill Regional Art Gallery is the oldest regional art gallery in New 

South Wales. 

 

The beautifully restored building displays the City 

of Broken Hill’s art collection and a quality 

program of temporary exhibitions by local, state, 

national and international artists. The exhibition 

program also includes the Gallery’s annual 

acquisitive prize, the Pro Hart Outback Art Prize. 

The prize consistently attracts a high standard of 

entries from artists across the country that reflect 

the spirit, beauty and diversity of the Australian 

outback. For details of current exhibitions, please 

contact the gallery. 

 

The gallery hosts a range of public programs, 

educational workshops, lectures and tours. Our 

diverse programming caters for both our local 

population and visitors to Broken Hill. For more 

information on our current programs, please 

contact the gallery. 

 

Our gallery gift shop is the perfect place to find a unique souvenir or gift in Broken Hill.  

We stock a range of locally crafted products and original artworks and prints. We also 

stock a range of fine art supplies. 
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The gallery contains paintings and prints by resident artists, gift lines, Wendy’s 

handcrafted jewellery and souvenirs. 

  

Gallery owners/ artists Wendy Martin and Ian Lewis 

Address   4 Argent St., Broken Hill  

   (Opposite Coles Supermarket via Gossan Street) 

Hours of opening  Open daily, after hours by appointment. 

    Mon – Fri: 7.30 am-6.30 pm 

Telephone/fax   08 8087 8807 

Email    ianlewis@outlook.com.au 

    wendyfmartin49@gmail.com 

Website   bushnbeyondgallery.com.au 

Bush’n’Beyond 
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Wendy Martin 

Wendy started painting in 1978, 

studying Art and Design at the Broken 

Hill College of TAFE. Her choice of 

medium at the time was oil. Some years 

later she discovered the versatility of 

pastel, and now works mainly in this 

medium in a traditional realistic style. 

 

She has exhibited in many exhibitions throughout Australia, winning numerous awards 

including best painting and peoples' choice awards. In 2012 she became interested in 

designing and making jewellery, and now also creates fashionable designs using 

polymer clay techniques. Her work is on show at the BUSH'N'BEYOND GALLERY which 

she jointly owns and manages with painting partner Ian Lewis. 

 

Ian Lewis 

Ian began painting in the mid-1980s and gained an early reputation for Railway and 

Aviation paintings. He nevertheless regards himself essentially a landscape painter 

working mainly in oil and more lately in other illustrative mediums. He has exhibited in 

New Zealand and Australia, had his work published, and is the recipient of a major art 

award. A newfound interest in wildlife subjects has added a new dimension to his work. 

His work can be seen at the BUSH'N'BEYOND GALLERY which he jointly owns and 

manages with painting partner Wendy Martin. 
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Eric McCormick Gallery 

Gallery owner/ artist Eric McCormick 

Address   367 McCulloch St., Broken Hill  

    Located on the corner of McCulloch 

     Street and Cummins Lane,  

    accessed via Cummins Lane. 

     Undercover parking available 

Hours of opening  Open daily 10 am – 5 pm 

    please phone if unattended 

Telephone   08 8087 8486 

Mobile    0428 313 100 

Email    ericmccormick@bigpond.com 

mailto:ericmccormick@bigpond.com
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Eric McCormick is one of Broken Hill's 

foremost landscape artists. In 1993 he 

opened a purpose-built gallery, on two 

levels, overlooking the Mulga clad hills of 

the Barrier Range on the northern outskirts 

of town. Works in most mediums with a 

preference for oils and pastel. The subject 

repertoire is drawn from travel and the 

local area. 

 

 

Ample original works on display, small through to large corporate works. Works in 

progress can be viewed in the adjoining studio. 

Eric McCormick Gallery, http://www.daytrippa.com.au/broken-hill/full-

guide/business/6348  

 

Eric travelled from his home town of Broken Hill to Rio Tinto in 2010 as part of the EMED 

Mining Cultural Alliance, an initiative established by the EMED Mining company to 

foster a relationship between Rio Tinto and other mining communities around the 

world. 

"It was just a wonderful experience," Eric said, "and I think from the paintings you can 

tell that I must have enjoyed it because they were a pleasure to do and they all flowed 

very easily." 

According to Eric, the landscape surrounding the Spanish town was an ideal subject 

and it allowed him to easily combine art with mining; two elements that comprise so 

much of the community in both Rio Tinto and Broken Hill. 

Noah Schultz-Byard, 2011, Canvassing the Rio Tinto landscape, ABC Broken Hill, 

25th October, www.abc.net.au/local/photos/2011/10/25/3347744.htm , 

accessed 9/03/2018.  

http://www.daytrippa.com.au/broken-hill/full-guide/business/6348
http://www.daytrippa.com.au/broken-hill/full-guide/business/6348
http://www.abc.net.au/local/photos/2011/10/25/3347744.htm
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The Homestead Gallery 

Gallery owner/ artist Andrea Blundell 

Address   377 Chloride St 

Hours of opening  10 am – 5 pm Tuesday - Saturday 

Telephone   08 8087 9005 

Mobile   0414 470 355 

Email    blundell26@bigpond.com 

Website   www.thehomesteadgallery.com.au 

http://www.thehomesteadgallery.com.au/
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The region and surroundings are different to anywhere else in the world. The desert has 

its own beauty, unique colours and life. Living here has brought such insight into the 

region and appreciation for the lifestyle Broken Hill has to offer. 

 

My first love is and always will be acrylic. I find acrylic to be an amazing medium. I enjoy 

painting flora and fauna and have recently branched out in painting the surrounding 

region of Broken Hill. I like painting detailed pieces but at the same time Impressionism 

is also close to my heart. 

 

I believe art is a reflection of one’s soul and individualism, which is why most paintings 

are distinctive to the artists themselves. My paintings reflect a vibrant use of colour and 

movement and each art piece has an expression of its own. 

 

The three main colours that are evident in most of my paintings are blue, orange and 

green. These colours are mostly seen around us; the blue representing our Aussie sky, 

the green representing our plant life, and orange the surrounding desert. 
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Howard William Steer Art Studio 

Gallery owner/ artist Howard William Steer 

Address   721 William St., Broken Hill 

Hours of opening  Please phone before visiting in case 

    Howard is away. 

Telephone   08 8087 4736  

Mobile    0409 286 490 

Email    flyingdoctor@ozemail.com.au 

Website   http://www.howardsteerart.com.au/  

http://www.howardsteerart.com.au/
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Howard William Steer, born in 1947, is a Broken Hill artist. He developed the foundation 

for what he calls "Story Art", where each painting tells its own story, be that of a 

backyard wedding or a Sunday afternoon pub crawl. A prime example is the "Flying 

Doctor" series featuring a winged, black-suited saviour complete with top hat and bag. 

He has a wicked sense of humour and no subject issafe from his satirical  

brush. Howard's style is classified as naive realism.  

 

 

 

His work is in many 

private collections 

throughout Australia and 

overseas. He has 

exhibited in most 

Australian capital cities 

and regional areas and 

his work is extremely 

sought after. 
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Gallery owners/ artists:  Julie and Rod Horsburgh 

Address:    169 Chapple St., Broken Hill 

Hours of opening:  7 days: 10 am-4 pm 

Telephone:    08 8087 4478 

Website: 

www.daytrippa.com.au/broken-hill-art-trail/full-guide/business/6344 

Jarah Mosaics 

http://www.daytrippa.com.au/broken-hill-art-trail/full-
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With her husband Rod, mosaic artist 

Julie Horsburgh owns Jarah Mosaics 

at Broken Hill, New South Wales. Julie 

grew up in the Frankston-Pearcedale 

region of Victoria, and married Rod 

Horsburgh at the age of sixteen. 

 

 

 

They raised two children and made a home 

at Creswick, where Julie worked in 

community care and retired to the studio 

after hours. In 2002, Julie and Rod undertook 

a 'desert change' and moved to Broken Hill, 

New South Wales. Their spectacular mosaic 

and sculptural works are displayed at their 

studio home on Chapple Street and are 

compiled from fragments of glass, porcelain 

or metal from larger pieces found on forages 

in the desert or in regional op shops and 

garage sales.  

 

 

Julie is a member of the Broken Hill Women Artists' Group. Her work has been exhibited 

at the Broken Hill Regional Art Gallery (2003, 2005, 2007), Darling Park in Sydney (June 

2004), the Waste 2 Art Regional Exhibition (2005), and the Wentworth Memorial Rooms 

Gallery (November 2008).  
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Gallery owner/ artist Len Vodic 

Address   280 Bromide St., Broken Hill 

    Cnr William St., & Bromide St. 

    (across from Shell Station) 

Hours of opening  Open by appointment or pop in. 

Telephone   0407 615 709 

Email    len.vodic@gmail.com 

Facebook  www.facebook.com/Len-Vodic-395704467459517/ 

Len Vodic Gallery 

http://www.facebook.com/Len-Vodic-395704467459517/
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Len Vodic is predominately 

a landscape painter but 

also works in a variety of 

mediums and disciplines. 

 

 

 

 

Formally trained at the South Australian School of Art between 1989 and 1992, he 

sometimes will work to a theme and will use an entire body of work to create a 

narrative, but most often his work is a much more accessible celebration of the beauty 

around him and the joy of the painting process. 

 

Traditional landscape paintings, oil or acrylic, sometimes painstakingly detailed with 

fine brushes, and sometimes done with a pallet knife, can be seen hanging beside 

collage pieces and multi medium sculptures. Len draws from a wide range of 

influences and has won several judged prizes. 
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Outback Lodge 

Gallery owner  Helene Powell 

Address   252 Mica St 

Hours of opening  Open daily 10 am – 4 pm 

Telephone   08 8088 2722 

Email    hpower@lodgemotel.com.au 

Facebook   www.facebook.com/LodgeMotel/ 

Instagram   www.instagram.com/lodgemotel/ 

Website   www.lodgemotel.com.au/our-gallery/ 

http://www.facebook.com/LodgeMotel/
http://www.lodgemotel.com.au/our-gallery/


BROKEN HILL GALLERY GUIDE 27 

 

 

 

 

The gallery is part of the Lodge Outback Motel, a former residence of Dr MacGillivray 

and his family. We believe the heritage and social history of this building is significant 

and one that supports our idea of hosting art exhibitions. 

 

The work we select for our 

exhibitions is either made by 

local artists or by artists who have 

travelled to Broken Hill and the 

region for inspiration. Check out 

the blog page on our website to 

see what is currently on show. 

 

 

All work is for sale, including 

cards, tote bags and other local 

merchandise. 
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Pro Hart Gallery 
Gallery artist                Features paintings and sculptures 

    by Pro Hart (1928-2006) 

Manager   Raylee Hart 

Address   108 Wyman St., Broken Hill 

Hours of opening  Mon-Sat: 9 am-5 pm, Sun: 10 am-5 pm. 

    Off season (1st Dec-28th Feb) 

     Mon-Sun: 10 am-4 pm. 

    Closed public holidays except 

    Anzac Day (open from noon) 

 

Telephone   08 8087 2441 

Fax    08 8088 1551 

Email    admin@prohart.com.au 

    johnhart@prohart.com.au 

    chrisadams@prohart.com.au 

Facebook   www.facebook.com/ProHart/ 

Website   www.prohart.com.au/ 

 

Admission:  Adults: $5.00, Children and Concession: $3.00, Under 

12 free 
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Pro Hart was born in Broken Hill, NSW, Australia in 1928. His early years were spent on 

“Larloona” a sheep station, around 130kms from Broken Hill, learning by 

correspondence school. He was drawing from a young age, illustrating his homework 

at seven and progressing steadily in his talent. He continued to paint and draw after 

moving back to Broken Hill in his early twenties, even as he worked the long 

underground shifts in a mine. Indeed, the hard work and the characters in the mine 

provided much inspiration for the narrative category of his painting styles. 

In 1960, at the age of 32 he married Raylee June Tonkin, 19, and together they had five 

children. He continued to paint and took art classes to help formalise his technique. He 

was discovered by Kim Bonython, a gallery owner from Adelaide, in 1962 and his 

popularity as an outback artist began to climb. 

His creative spirit knew no bounds, experimenting with “performance art” years before 

it became fashionable; dropping paint from hot air balloons, creating ice sculptures 

and even using a cannon to distribute paint on his chosen medium. Perhaps his most 

famous moment came with a series of television carpet commercials. He continued to 

experiment with art techniques all his life. Mainly working in oils and acrylics, Pro used 

any tool or method to achieve the desired outcome for his work. He drew upon 

techniques of layering, chiaroscuro, glazing, scumbling, scratching and Alla prima. Pro 

was also a sculptor working with welded steel, bronze and ceramics. 

In 1976 he was awarded an MBE for his services to art in Australia. In 1982 he received 

an Honorary Life Membership of Society International Artistique for outstanding artistic 

achievement. This is granted to only one artist per continent and in 1983 he received 

an Australian Citizen of the Year Award. On March 28th, 2006 at 2.45am Pro Hart died 

at his home in Broken Hill NSW. 

Adapted from Pro Hart: An Outback Legend, 

https://www.prohart.com.au/biography/, accessed 12/03/2018  

https://www.prohart.com.au/biography/
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The gallery features the Big Picture and works by various artists, 

including Peter Anderson, Rob Wellington, Greg Kennedy, 

jewellery, metal sculptures, ceramic wall hangings, gifts. 
  

Silver City Mint and Art Centre 

Gallery owners  Chris and Jan Anderson 

Address   66 Chloride St/. Broken Hill 

Hours of opening  7 days: 10 am-4 pm,  

    may vary according to season. 

Telephone   08 8808 6166   

Fax     08 8087 4292 

Email    chris@silvercitymint.co.au 

Facebook

 https://www.facebook.com/SILVERCITYMINT/Website 

https://www.facebook.com/SILVERCITYMINT/Website
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The Big Picture by Peter Anderson 

 

Many artists can be paralysed by that 

moment when they stare at a blank 

canvas - imagine the overwhelming 

feeling of facing a blank canvas 

measuring almost 100 metres long & 12 

metres at its highest point! 

 

 

 

Ando had a vision & was able to take that first brush stroke and a million more to finish 

the 100,000 saltbush, 20,000 trees, 20,000 small stones, 1000 large stones, 3000 clouds, 

1500 hills and the 12 sculptures that comprise The Big Picture, the World's Largest Acrylic 

Painting on Canvas by a single artist. 

 

Opened to the public in 2001, Ando's Big Picture quickly became Broken Hill's number 

one tourist attraction! All those who have seen it understand why, because they have 

experienced the sensation of 'walking into a painting' while having the impression of 

being in the actual Outback. Ando, born in Broken Hill, has an incredible portfolio of 

work that reflects his style of 'ando realism' - an amazing feel for composition, 

perception, reflection, depth, shadow & light. 

 

The viewer wants to walk into the landscape or touch the feathers of each bird. An 

incredible feat for an artist who has never had an art lesson in his life! A picture may 

say a thousand words, but Ando's paintings will leave you speechless! 

The Big Picture, https://www.silvercitymint.com.au/the-big-picture, 

accessed 12/03/2018  

https://www.silvercitymint.com.au/the-big-picture
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Spirit of the Outback Gallery 

Gallery owner/ artist Jenny Cattonar 

Address   662 Argent St., Broken Hill 2880 

Hours of opening  Daily: 10 am-5 pm 

Telephone   08 8087 4828 

Email    jenny.cattonar@gmail.com 
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I was born in Genoa, Italy in 1946 and 

immigrated to Australia in 1951 when I 

settled in Broken Hill. I started drawing at 

an early age being taught by my father, 

as he was influenced by his father who 

was a professional artist and fresco 

painter. In my teenage years I completed 

a 3-year Commercial Art course with the 

Art Training Institute. I am recognised 

mainly for my portraiture including 

previous Broken Hill City Council Mayor 

Peter Black, The Brushmen of the Bush, 

and Kevin McCormick, the President of 

the Bankstown Sporting Club. I am a 

member of the Willyama Art Society and 

Gaara Arts. 

 

On Australia Day 1992, at Darling Harbour, I exhibited with the Portrait of Australia 

Paintings on Australian themes. This exhibition travelled to every major capital city over 

a 12 month period. In 1985 I had an exhibition overseas. My artwork was used on the St 

Pats promotional poster in 1987. In 2008 I received the Master Artisan Award for “St. 

Mary Magdalene after Titian” at the Artisan Guild of Caboolture and District. In 2009 I 

was a finalist in the Ergon Energy Waltzing Matilda Art Competition and won First prize 

in the “Fabulous Fakes” Exhibition at The Entrance, Central Coast, for “Memories” after 

Godward. My paintings are in private collections in Australia, Denmark, Yugoslavia, 

Italy, USA, France, England 
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Wayne Williams Gallery 

Gallery owner/ artist Wayne Williams. 

Address   81 Harris St., Broken Hill, NSW 2880 

Hours of opening  Open Daily.  

    Please ring for opening times. 

Telephone   0428 447 184 

Email    wayneandcath@hotmail.com 

Website 

www.visitnsw.com/destinations/outback-nsw/broken-hill-

area/broken-hill/attractions/wayne-williams-gallery 

mailto:wayneandcath@hotmail.com
http://www.visitnsw.com/destinations/outback-nsw/broken-hill-area/broken-hill/attractions/wayne-williams-gallery
http://www.visitnsw.com/destinations/outback-nsw/broken-hill-area/broken-hill/attractions/wayne-williams-gallery
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Wayne John Williams hails from Broken Hill and has lived in 

this rural mining city all of this life. All his works are drawn 

using black lead pencils on top quality art paper. 

 

Wayne's drawings are 

inspired by photos of race 

horses. These works require 

more than 40 hours to 

complete. The quality and 

muscle definition are superb 

with magnificent detail, 

showing great artistic talent 

and an eye for beauty. 

Wayne also draws many 

other topics. Come and 

have a look! 

Commissioned art work welcome. 

From https://www.visitnsw.com/destinations/outback-nsw/broken-hill-area/broken-

hill/attractions/wayne-williams-gallery 

  

https://www.visitnsw.com/destinations/outback-nsw/broken-hill-area/broken-hill/attractions/wayne-williams-gallery
https://www.visitnsw.com/destinations/outback-nsw/broken-hill-area/broken-hill/attractions/wayne-williams-gallery
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West Darling Arts 

Executive Director Cherry Pratt 

Address   256 Argent St. (Town Hall Façade) 

    PO Box 473, Broken Hill 2880 

Hours of opening  10 am – 4 pm, Monday - Friday 

Telephone number: 08 8087 9035 

Mobile:    0487 903 507 

Email    rado@westdarlingarts.com.au 

Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/West-Darling-Arts-314671405217/ 

Website   www.westdarlingarts.com.au 

http://www.westdarlingarts.com.au/
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West Darling Arts focusses on promotion 

and support in the development of arts 

and cultural practices and to foster and 

enhance the capacity of arts and 

cultural organisations and to play a 

leading arts advocacy role. 

 

WDA fosters and enhances the 

capacity of our regional communities 

for sustainable, self-determined cultural 

development through collaboration 

with its stakeholders in the delivery of 

programs, services and projects in the 

five key areas of capacity, advocacy, 

communications, network support and 

governance.  

 

Exhibitions and workshops are held in the Town Hall Façade premises at various times 

throughout the year. 
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The gift shop sells Bushy’s Mineral art, 

minerals, boots, hats, crib tins, spiders, opal 

jewellery, history books, teddy bears, dolly peg dolls and more. 

  

White’s Mineral Art  

& Mining and Doll Museum 

Gallery owner/ artist Kevin “Bushy” White 

Address   1 Allendale St., Broken Hill 

Telephone number 08 8087 2878 

Fax    08 8087 7884 

Hours of opening  7 days: 10 am-4 pm. Tours: Daily 

Tour fee   Adults & Concession: $7.50, Children: $5, 

    Groups over 10: $6.00 per head,  

    Family of 2 Adults and 2 Children: $25 

     (extra children free). 
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Broken Hill's mining history captured through mineral art. 

Usually you'd associate minerals with making items like mobile phones, houses or cars 

- but what about using minerals to make art? That's exactly what Broken Hill mineral 

artist, Kevin 'Bushy' White, has been doing for 37 years. Mr White is an ex-miner who 

uses raw minerals from Broken Hill's mines to document the mining history there 

through this unique kind of art form. 

 

Walking into Mr White's mineral art museum is almost as authentic as being 

underground in an old mine shaft itself. The glittering art works on the wall are a 

mosaic of colourful local minerals, carefully pieced together on canvas to replicate 

old mining photographs. They're hung alongside mining artefacts in a replica mining 

shaft, to tell the rich story of the industry in Broken Hill. 

 

Mr White still has tonnes of raw minerals lying around waiting to be chipped into small 

pebbles and turned into an artistic archive. He has pretty much every mineral that 

has ever come out of the ground in the Silver City, plus some opal from White Cliffs 

featuring in his work. "There's around about 400-odd minerals that we get out of Broken 

Hill mines." In this particular art that I use, there's around about 100 colours of minerals 

that I've used in the art of Broken Hill," Mr White said. Mr White says it was a wise thing 

to stockpile his supply of raw minerals over the years, because it's almost impossible 

to source them in Broken Hill today. With mining companies now crushing minerals 

before they come up from underground, they're not much use to Mr White in this form. 

 

Looking around at the dazzling variety of colours featured in the artworks on the wall, 

it's difficult to believe these are all creations of mother nature. When asked if he uses 

chemical dyes on his minerals, Mr White feigns outrage at the suggestion. "That word 

[dye] is taboo in here - there's no dyed colour or no imitation mineral that I have used. 

I absolutely refuse to dye any colour at all," Mr White said. 

Adapted from Deborah Hawke, Broken Hill's mining history captured through mineral art, ABC 

Rural, Friday, 19/12/2008 

http://www.abc.net.au/site-archive/rural/content/2008/s2450870.htm  

http://www.abc.net.au/site-archive/rural/content/2008/s2450870.htm
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Willy Nilly Art 

Gallery artists:  Amanda Johnson (Willy Nilly Art) 

    Lauren Johnson 

    (Daise & Vi Handmade Jewellery) 

Address:   415 Argent St., Broken Hill, NSW 2880 

Hours of opening: Tue-Fri: 9 am- 5 pm, Sat: 10 am- 2 pm 

     Sun-Mon: closed 

Telephone:   08 8087 2732   

Mobile:    0427 300 664 

Email:   willynilly415@gmail.com 

Facebook:   facebook.com/willynilly415 

Instagram:   Instagram.com/willynillyart 

Website:   www.willynillyart.bigcartel.com/ 

http://www.willynillyart.bigcartel.com/
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All works displayed in Willy Nilly Art 

have been painted by Amanda 

or her daughter Lauren. They 

range from traditional paintings 

on canvas to coasters, trivets, lazy 

susans, aprons, lamps - the artists 

enjoy giving a unique touch to a 

broad range of practical and 

decorative items. 

 

Commissions are welcome, gift vouchers and free gift-wrapping are available and 

pieces can be sent worldwide. WNA is also the exclusive stockist of Lauren’s range of 

handmade Jewellery, Daise and Vi. 

 

Amanda prefers to work with Jo Sonja’s acrylic paints and mediums and as such has 

much of the range available for purchase. She also stocks a huge variety of canvas, 

board, brushes and accessories. However, if something you are after isn’t stocked, 

ask. We may be able to get it in for you. 

 

A firm believer in passing on the knowledge, Amanda runs art classes and workshops 

for children and adults alike. Call or come in for details. 

 

Amanda Johnson is a self-taught artist and 4th generation Broken Hill resident. 

Following 5 years as Payroll Officer at the South Mine, Amanda’s creativity led her to 

a career change and the opening of her own ceramic teaching studio. From there it 

was a progression of both artistic style and workspace until her current atelier of Willy 

Nilly Art. Housed in a Heritage building in Broken Hill’s main street, WNA is a working 

Studio, Gallery and retail space where everyone is welcome to browse, buy or just 

stop by for a chat with the artist.  
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Willyama Visual Arts Centre 

Gallery Manager  Stephen Turner 

Address   24 Bromide St., Broken Hill  

    (opposite Tourist Information Centre) 

Telephone   0417 851 710 

Email    tipies@bigpond.com 

Facebook:  

 https://www.facebook.com/Willyama-Visual-Arts-Centre- 

Hours of opening  Mon-Sat: 10 am-3 pm, Sun: 10 am-2 pm. 

mailto:tipies@bigpond.com
https://www.facebook.com/Willyama-Visual-Arts-Centre-
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The gallery was established to provide a venue for local Broken Hill Artists to exhibit 

their artworks. The gallery offers a wide variety of artwork ranging from paintings by 

the “Brushmen of the Bush” to works from local amateur artists. There are displays of 

lead lighting, pottery, minerals and rocks, woodwork, altered art, antique China and 

dolls, mosaics, bark paintings, origami, Japanese dolls in traditional dress, digital 

photography, homemade cards, natural mineral art, string art and paper-tole 

artworks. 

 

 

  



BROKEN HILL GALLERY GUIDE 44 

 

 

 

 

 

Address   Heritage Courtyard, 

    Broken Hill Art Exchange @ The Grand 

    313 Argent St 

Hours of opening By appointment 

Telephone  80884698 

Email   info@brokenhillartexchange.org.au 

Facebook   https://brokenhillartexhcange.org.au 

Website   http://brokenhillartexchange.org.au/ 

 

The Kitchen Gallery is an exhibition 

space used by local artists and 

residents of the Broken Hill Art 

Exchange to hold workshops, 

exhibitions. demonstrations and 

performances. Opening times vary 

depending on bookings.  

The space can also be hired for a 

variety of purposes including 

performance, seminars and other 

group activities. For more 

information about what’s on 

when please visit the website’s 

Calendar of Events and 

Facebook page.  

The Heritage Kitchen Gallery 
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Broken Hill 

Art Exchange 

Picture by Bruce Green 

Broken Hill Art Exchange is a not-for-

profit organisation dedicated to 

building the creative industries of the 

city of Broken Hill and the Far West 

region of New South Wales, Australia. 

Our grass roots organisation offers a 

whole-of-community approach to art 

and community cultural development.  

 

The Art Exchange is a trans-disciplinary 

organisation facilitating the arts and 

other sectors engaging artistic 

practices. The organisations residency 

program provides live-in apartments 

and rooms with workspaces. 

 

Art Exchange Residents pursue their 

practices with uninterrupted time or 

engage and contribute to community 

activities by conducting or attending 

workshops and/or hold exhibitions as 

part of the organisations Desert Equinox 

program. The organisation has 

developed two artist residency 

complexes including a heritage stone 

building known as the Grand and 

repurposed shopping centre in Duff 

Street, south Broken Hill. Residencies are 

by application and open year-round, 

and subsidies are available. 
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Broken Hill Art Exchange @ The Grand, 

313 Argent Street Broken Hill 

P.O. Box 1083, Broken Hill NSW 2880 

 

10am – 3pm Monday to Friday 

& by appointment 

Closed public holidays 

 

08 8088 4698 

Email: info@brokenhillartexchange.org.au 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/brokenhillartexchange/ 

Website: http://brokenhillartexchange.org.au/ 

 

BHAE Committee: Gary Cook, Bruce Green, Ghislaine Barbe, Susan Thomas, Armando 

Licul, Annie Graham, Paul Adcock 

GECCO PARTNERS: Mandy Nelson, Bryan Carrick, Paul Adcock 

BHAE Volunteers: Zoey Battams, Shaun Brook, Ashleigh Buckland, Matt Chandler, Naomi 

Clogg, Roger Doyl, Shikara Dragut, Jamie Duncan, Emily Forrest, Alex Graham, Allison 

Hawes, Brooke Milne, Theresa Paistri, Tristen Searle, Dennis Watson, 

 

 

The Broken Hill Gallery Guide 2018 

was researched and compiled by Gary Cook 

 

Layout and original graphics by Armando Licul 
 

Printing: Nichols & Sons, Broken Hill 

 

All original content Copyright © Broken Hill Art Exchange Inc 2018 

 

http://brokenhillartexchange.org.au/

